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The cover photo of an Easter flower arrangement
at the Parish Church was taken by Pam Barnes
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Eastertide and transformation

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning ......... (Matthew 28:1a)
...... our own Bishop Michael passed from death to new life. He has been in the
prayers and hearts of many over this past year, and last few months in particular.

At the Chrism Mass in Gloucester Cathedral on Maundy Thursday, when Bishop
Rachel called upon her clergy to renew their ordination vows, we heard from her
that Bishop Michael was near to death. She had shared the Eucharist with him on
the Tuesday of Holy Week, and the sacrament was being taken from the Chrism
Mass to Bishop Michael by the Dean, with the love and prayers of the Diocese.

Although Bishop Michael was almost at the end, he was also on the cusp of a new
beginning. Our Clergy team so hoped that he would make another Easter dawn.
How wonderful then to hear that, having spent a special Easter weekend with all
his family, he died peacefully at home on Monday evening, April 17, after the
sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning ........ in Eastertide.

His diagnosis of terminal illness has been known for over a year. It was with some
surprise, therefore, that I recently found a newly published book by him, The way
of Christ-likeness: Being Transformed by the Liturgies of Lent, Holy Week and
Easter (Norwich:Canterbury Press, 2016).

In this book he regrets that many church communities allow the joy of Easter to
fade all too quickly. By the second Sunday of Easter the paschal character is
sometimes being lost. By the Sixth Sunday any thought of a season of the
resurrection has disappeared. This is very regrettable. So wrote the ardent
liturgist! But he was also a bishop who recognised that good liturgy has the power
to transform lives, and is thus an effective tool for mission.

By the time you read this, we will have said a second goodbye - to another ardent
liturgist who knows the missional power of good liturgy and its ability transform
lives. Fr Leonard’s last Sunday on April 30 is yet to come as | write. But | have
no doubt that, although a sad occasion for us, it will be a wonderful service.
Amongst the many gifts Fr Leonard has brought to his ministry here is strong faith
in the transformative and missional power of the Anglo-Catholic tradition and its
liturgy.

In his new book Bishop Michael wonders how people understand the Church’s call
to celebrate Holy Week and Easter. He suggests that it may be that we repeat the
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story, for ourselves and for others, as part of the remembering to which Jesus called
us. Or it may be to enter into and then express gratitude for all that Jesus has won
for us.

But he thinks there is something more. We celebrate Holy Week and Easter to
become more like Jesus .... not just through a desire to be conformed to his pattern
out of love for him, good reason as that is, but because to be like Jesus is to find
the way to cope with all that life may throw at us. However, he continues, not all
Christians are called to suffer with Christ, and he counts himself as one who has
been spared that. How then may such people follow Christ with integrity and find
themselves moulded to his shape, he asks?

He replies, | believe that one of the answers is that they may be formed in their
Christian discipleship and moulded into shape by the liturgy of the Church, and in
particular by the celebration of the Christian year, which it is at its most
compelling in the days before and during Easter. | think many would agree with
that, not least as we look back with gratitude on the services of the Easter triduum
in past years which Fr Leonard has shaped.

As we say goodbye to both our former Bishop and our former Vicar, let us give
thanks for their commitment to good liturgy. And let us continue to use the power
of that liturgy to transform lives. As they have shown us, that is a commitment not
only to good worship, but also to mission.

Rev Katie

Home-Start Hike

Hike for Home-Start Cotswolds. Wednesday 10th May at 9.30am — Church
Farm Barn, Yanworth GL54 3LG

10km charity-walk in Stowell Park, by kind permission of Lord & Lady Vestey.

£15 for walk & refreshments or £25 for walk & lunch, provided by Wiggly
Worm charity. Free parking, dogs on leads welcome.

Tickets/info : www.home-start-cotswolds.org.uk or 01285 885391

Home-Start Cotswolds is a local charity which recruits and trains volunteers to
provide regular support, friendship and practical help for parents with young
children at home.

Carolyn Ford


http://www.home-start-cotswolds.org.uk/

Good Friday Messy Church !

Around fifty parents and children attended this on a lovely sunny Good Friday
morning, which meant that our Easter egg hunt and our worship using a parachute
(1) could take place outside in Watermoor Church’s beautiful grounds.

Back in the hall, the families joined in singing accompanied by Fr Howard on his
guitar, and enjoyed fellowship with refreshments of hot-cross buns.

There were plenty of Easter themed activities to take part in such as making
wooden crosses using hammers and nails, beautiful Hamma bead crosses,
chocolate Easter nests, Easter tea light holders, individual Easter gardens complete
with a stone to roll away from the tomb, and a giant paper cross on the wall which
we decorated with colourful tissue paper flowers to symbolise New Life. A huge
thankyou to all our helpers for making such a joyful morning for the families and
sharing the Good News Easter Message!

Fiona Hawes (Children’s Worker)



Murder in the Cathedral: Auditions!

One of the highlights of the Abbey 900 Cirencester Festival is an amateur
production of Murder in the Cathedral, to be staged this September. This highly
regarded play by one of the 20" Century literary greats, T S Eliot, tells the story of
the worsening relationship between Henry Il and Thomas Becket, Archbishop of
Canterbury, which culminates in one of the most shocking acts in our history.

The drama will be performed in the atmospheric setting of Cirencester Parish
Church with professional sound, lighting and music over three nights - Thursday
14, Friday 15 and Saturday 16 September.

Would you like to be a part of this very special production? Auditions are being
held in Watermoor Church Hall on Sunday 21 May at 3pm and at the Parish Centre
in Gosditch Street on Tuesday 23 May at 6.30pm. If you would like to audition,
please phone Roy Archer on 01285 651214 or email Ailsa O’Connor on
ailsa_oconnor@btinternet.com

Ailsa O ’Connor

Mothering Sunday Posies

Some of the
Mothering
Sunday posies
made by the

- Mothers’ Union
at Watermoor
Hall.

Blankets knitted
for stillborn
babies were also
blessed at Holy
Trinity
Watermoor.
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Photo taken by Peter Cottey.
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Event

No angels singing in the sky,
No shepherds hurrying by
To find an infant in a manger,
This was so much stranger.

A lone and weeping woman,
Outside a rock-hewn tomb,
The sealing stone now rolled away
To reveal the emptiness within,
The body of the crucified
Was gone — only a familiar voice
Calling her by name.

She runs to tell his friends
“The Teacher 1s alive”,
Two come to see this sight-
Mary had been right,
The body gone.

Then he meets more friends at home,
Locked in for fear of who may come,
And later on in Galilee
A boat of fishermen come ashore,
And are invited by the Lord
To join him there to break their fast.

Truly Christ from the dead is raised,
So we can sing today,
“Alleluia, God be praised”.

T.M.D.
S



A Monastery Garden

As part of the Abbey 900
Flower Festival in June,
we are hoping to create a
representation of a
monastery garden in the
Trinity Chapel. We will
make raised beds full of
herbs, vegetables and
flowers. The plants will
.+ be grown in approx 6”

. B AT AT . o ,\ pots, or 50x20 cms
[ TR S e TN T TSR troughs. These will then
be placed closely together inside woven willow borders. Every bit of plastic will
be hidden with moss, or trimmings of bay or rosemary. Around the walls of the
garden we hope to stand larger pots of herbs, and bay and olive trees, in terracotta
pots. We hope to create the effect of an orchard on the raised area and will have a
bee skep and dovecote there. We are also looking for wooden trugs and old
gardening implements. A further feature will be a rose covered bower, and benches
on which to sit quietly and enjoy the garden.

Many thanks to all of you who have started growing herbs for us. We will need
still more pots of plants to fill the beds, so if you have any plants in your gadens
which you could plant up into 6” pots, or if you have larger pots of herbs which
you could lend us for the week 19-26 June we shall be most grateful. The plants
we are looking for include mint, parsley, sage, thyme, marjoram, lavender,
alchemilla, foxgloves, poppies, feverfew and pulmonaria.

We will also need plenty of moss and bark, and trimmings of rosemary and bay
etc. to help create a natural effect.

If you can help, please contact Pam Barnes pandabarnes@btinternet.com 01285
655770 or Kathleen Lindesay Kathleen@Ilindesay.co.uk .
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MUSIC IN COUNTRY CHURCHES
(Patron: His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales)
MUSIC AT CIRENCESTER
May 12th & 13th 2017 at the Church of St John Baptist

May 12 at 7.30 pm, The Choir of The King’s Consort. Organist lain Farrington.

British sacred choral masterpieces from the late 19C to the present day, for choir
and organ, including works by Stanford, WH Harris and Howells, and
culminating in Parry’s glorious Coronation Anthem ‘I was Glad’, with interval.

May 13 at 10.45 am. Young-Choon Park. Piano recital: Beethoven Sonata Op
31 No 2 ‘The Tempest’, Chopin Sonata No 3 Op 58.

May 13 at 7.30 pm. The English Chamber Orchestra, Conductor Howard
Shelley, Benjamin Baker violin. Full Orchestral concert to include Mozart Violin
Concerto in A major K219 and Schubert Fifth Symphony.

Music in Country Churches was founded in 1989 as a charitable trust to arrange
concerts (given by artists of international renown) in churches of exceptional
beauty and interest and to raise funds to assist those churches with the
maintenance and repair of their fabric; it has currently raised £561,000 for the
churches it has visited.

Friends’ of MICC booking opens on 6 March 2017 and General booking on
20 March 2017

Box Office 01485 532543. Further information tel. 01366 501129 or 01366
500242

Or www.musicincountrychurches.co.uk



http://www.musicincountrychurches.co.uk/

Matthew 14. 22 — 33 - In the fourth watch of the night

. “The darkness palpitated down upon all this
and then the real thing came at last...It was
something formidable and swift like the
sudden smashing of a vial of wrath. It
seemed to explode around the ship with an
overpowering concussion and a rush of great
waters... in an instant the men lost contact
| - with each other. This is the disintegrating
power of a great wind. It isolates one from one’s own kind. .. A furious gale attacks
a man like a personal enemy tries to grasp his limbs, fastens upon his mind, seeks
to rout his very spirit out of him.... the gale howled and scuffled about gigantically
in the darkness, as though the whole world were one black gully.” (Conrad, the
Nigger and the Narcissus)

So it was one night on Galilee; the fishermen were used to the fourth watch of the
night; they knew those black waters as well as anyone; they knew when a storm
was in the air yet on that occasion it burst on them at the point of their lowest
resistance with the same totally destabilising venom. It caught them, too when
Jesus was absent. It had been a long day; earlier they had exhausted themselves
seeing to the needs of the crowds; now it was deep in the night; they, with Jesus
had been able to save others, but without him on a night like this they could not
save themselves.

Then Peter, peering into the blackness concentrating with all his fisherman’s art to
keep his fragile boat afloat, figured he could see a movement on the water — like
the movement of a man. ‘Then again he heard a voice forced and ringing feebly
but with a penetrating effect of quietness in the enormous discord of noises as if
sent out from some remote spot of peace beyond the black wastes of the gale: again
he heard a man’s voice .. the frail and indomitable sound that can be made to carry
an infinity of thought, resolution and purpose, that shall be pronouncing confident
words on the last day, when heavens fall and justice is done - again he heard it,
and it was crying to him as from very, very far... “All right!” ‘(Conrad). “Courage
It is | do not be afraid.”

It was dead of night. Jacob had seen his family across the Jordan into the safety of
his own land but was now alone in his tent on the bank of the Jabbock when a
mighty one came to him and wrestled with him till day break living him wounded
for the rest of his life but honoured for eternity (Genesis 32 24). It was in
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the dead of night as the mighty warrior Sennacherib camped with all his hosts
around Jerusalem when suddenly, like a storm out of heaven, the Lord came down
amongst them and his army was annihilated (2Kings 19 35).

Strangely, the sailors’ battle against the elements came while their Lord was
praying! Sometimes we think that prayer, in some way, will protect us from the
storms of life: it will defeat the devil and prevent those experiences when we are
isolated, cast down, poured out in tiredness and despair. But it doesn’t happen that
way. The prayers in the garden brought the cross nearer, for it was in that very
place of prayer that the guards came, armed with clubs and swords to drag Jesus
before the kangaroo courts. | remember how, in 2003, many of us spent days in
prayer and vigils for peace but the catastrophic war with Iraq broke on us perhaps
all the more inexorably because our prayer drove the US and British governments
to act with all the greater haste lest the peace movement build up a momentum that
could not be ignored. So what purpose did prayer serve?

It was only later that the disciples understood what had happened. For there was
another occasion when they were desolate; it was the feast of Pentecost but as it
broke they were not out in the streets celebrating with the others. Locked up in a
safe house in Jerusalem they were mourning the apparent loss of their greatest
friend and leader. His mother and brothers were there with them sharing their
companionship in grief. For though they knew Jesus to be risen, had seen him
shared food with him and been taught be him, yet he had been taken from them
and it seemed was not coming back any time soon; it seemed that all they could do
in their powerlessness was to engage in fervent prayer. They flapped around for
directions to take, but the best they could come up with was to elect a replacement
for Judas. Eleven seemed such an incomplete number.

Suddenly a mighty rushing wind smashed through their locked doors and battered
down their defences. Now that group of men and women, poor in spirit, down at
heel, their fragile ark, the church, apparently rudderless at the mercy of the
elements with a future which by no means looked guaranteed, realised that through
the mighty gale could be heard the still small voice of God himself saying,
“Courage, do not be afraid it is I.” So they recognised that mighty rushing wind as
none other than the creative spirit of God himself, the one who had moved through
the eternal blackness over the primeval chaos of the waters and breathed life into
the universe. It was he who had walked over the dark untethered sea in Galilee that
now had burst in upon their lives bringing meaning where there was chaos, light
where there was darkness, bringing Shalom - peace, wholeness, richness of life -
where there had been helplessness and despair. For when our biorhythms are at
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their feeblest the creator God is working still; for he never slumbers or sleeps.
Peter leaps into the sea confident that he can walk across its angry Waves. Never
has he been so rash. But then he senses TS
the madness of the enterprise, the sea
gives way beneath him and he begins to
drown. The moment when he doubted
that his

Lord was more powerful than the forces | = /%
pitted against him, he was overcome. : 3

The kingdom of Heaven is not brought in &S84 -
where men confidently plan for the Y
future: it comes in where the poor, the . X

rejected, the destitute, the defenceless,

find God to be with them in their destitution. It is a paradox that stretches our faith
to the limit: it is one paradox in a gospel of paradoxes that turns conventional
teaching upside down. It finds its greatest expression in the cross: where the son
of God himself is the poorest of the poor; where he plummets to that very deepest
point that man can ever know, where the light of God himself is banished from the
sky, and all hope turns to bitter vinegar in the mouth; no angel of God kills the
enemy in the darkness as he did in the days of Sennacherib, no mighty rushing
wind smashes the Roman soldiers or the temple guards; Jesus died in utter poverty,
rejected by his closest friends and (as he observed in his agony) apparently by God
himself.

Yet it was there, on the cross, in the blackest hour of man’s dark history that the
kingdom of God was born. And it is in such darkness still that God’s glory shines.
It is in the fourth watch of the night when we are at our weakest and least
responsive, when the storm rages, when the sea roars, when there is nothing to
which we can cling that can save us from total catastrophe; when we are at our
wits’ end and nothing can save us, that God’s creative spirit still moves through
the thick blackness of our experience, over the chaos of the turmoil of our lives
and sees even in our meaningless and futile existence something of eternal worth,
and saves it, and fashions it to be of priceless value for his kingdom.

Bob Gardiner
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Abbey 900 Opening Service

& e

Bishop Rachel with pupils from Powell’s School before the Abbey 900 Opening
Service.
Photo taken by Cynthia Welsford.

***k

Mothers’ Union Letter

It is not unusual to begin a Mothers’ Union letter with an expression of thanks! A
big thank you to all who baked the delicious cakes that were sold on Palm Sunday
after church. Over £130 was raised for MU Projects Worldwide. These fund-
raising initiatives enable the MU to continue its wonderful work. It gives me no
pleasure to admit that our practical initiatives that help parents and families in the
UK and Worldwide are still largely unknown in the home Provinces of Canterbury,

York, Wales, Ireland and Scotland. The same cannot be said for the Worldwide
Anglican Communion where the church and its leaders value both members and
their loving Christian concern. Yes, being a well-kept secret is not good! | urge
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all members of our large branch here in Cirencester to chat openly with family,
friends and acquaintances about the movement and its considerable contribution
to the spreading of the Gospel teaching of love and practical concern.

Wee grateful to Pauline Farman for the wonderful job she does publicising our
outreach work through the Standard etc. We are fortunate, too, to have Peter
Cottey who provides wonderful pictures for us. Our Branch Committee
contributes so much to the smooth running of our Branch and we must do all we
can to support Kathie and her ‘team’.

We look forward to the many gatherings planned for the coming months.
With love,

Pat Harris

Dates for May — June

Wednesday, May 3¢ MU Meeting, Parish Hall, Watermoor
Street Pastors: Keith and Wendy Hasler

Sunday, May 14t MU serving refreshments at Ampney Crucis Open
Garden Scheme

Tuesday, May 16™ MU Diocesan AGM Council Maisemore at 10.15am
All are welcome to attend this meeting which will report
on the recent Worldwide Council held in Ireland
Sat/Sat May 13"/20" Knitted Bible Exhibition at St Mary’s Church, Newent
Friday, May 19% Parish Church Coffee 10am — 12 noon
Wednesday, May 31t MU Corporate Communion at 12 noon
Wednesday June 1% MU Meeting at 2.30pm Parish Hall, Watermoor
Kate Thompson ‘History of Mary Sumner House’ Bring &
Buy Stall

Monday, June 26"  Summer Songs of Praise. Gloucester Cathedral at 2pm

12



Dates for May

Monday, 1 May
13:00 : Abbey 900 Older Peoples Luncheon [The Parish Centre]
14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

Tuesday, 2 May

10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
14:40 : Abbey 900 Walks [The Parish Church]

Wednesday, 3 May

09:00 : Drop in [St Lawrence, Chesterton]

10:30 : STL Holy Communion [St Lawrence, Chesterton]
10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

14:00 : Mothers' Union [Watermoor Church Hall]

14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

19:00 : Eucharist [Holy Trinity, Watermoor]

Thursday, 4 May

06:00 : County Council Elections [St Lawrence, Chesterton]
06:00 : County Council Elections [Watermoor Church Hall]
14:00 : Little Angels [The Parish Church]

17:30 : Sing it! [The Town Hall]

Saturday, 6 May
10:45 - 11:15 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
12:40 - 13:00 : Abbey 900 Walks [The Parish Church]

Sunday, 7" May
11:00 : Volunteer Sunday at Holy Trinity [Watermoor Church Hall]

Tuesday, 9 May

09:00 : Cirencester Primary School Visit [The Parish Church]
10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

14:40 : Abbey 900 Walks [The Parish Church]

Wednesday, 10 May

09:00 : Drop in [St Lawrence, Chesterton]
10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
19:00 : Eucharist [Holy Trinity, Watermoor]

13



http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/79dc5e27-0756-4da8-8c3b-9ca73b803b21?d=1493640000
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/9b143c5d-d78b-4990-ac62-269c73aeccd2?d=1493645400
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/ce63f869-d6f0-4833-b4d4-ebf953039f19?d=1493718300
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/99b62643-5ecf-429b-a7eb-d7614521fc9c?d=1493731800
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/bae0d6d0-5744-43fe-9cce-d3b259b7a8a5?d=1492470000&repid=3f13c307-a720-442e-9015-e1e6a1d32299
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/9e7c5bc6-6589-40d8-8146-78d11da2bafe?d=1483488000&repid=e7023b06-aa91-4f7b-89da-a73a189b52d4
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/33643d20-4557-40fc-aa1b-d8c5a5702535?d=1493803800
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/a648516e-8953-4da4-b390-f53a2f0fd221?d=1493804700
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/1a88865a-eb80-43f0-a1da-7169fb98932d?d=1493816400
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/abaedb35-1f35-4801-8aa4-d9e7999454e3?d=1493818200
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/07dc3e22-24cb-4a5d-bed1-6a11cfdde68b?d=1483488000&repid=c8b1d9d1-b6fd-4d17-8722-4f1c9314084d
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/1477edd4-af3f-4251-a232-c8ecaa711ca6?d=1493874000
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/54cf9108-f89d-4c5a-bf40-433220b3fff6?d=1493874000
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/509cdd2f-dfc9-4c82-8fcf-990cd2f889a3?d=1483574400&repid=c416b674-6c6e-4de7-897b-df5744f429c9
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/d98c4e24-8519-451e-8401-08c23bec1856?d=1493334000&repid=512a6565-25fd-4a3d-b29f-4b791c2a3c5c
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/caf063ee-f5d4-408a-bd1c-f563f4666092?d=1494063900
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/a222bb9d-4f31-4610-9a14-612506207eda?d=1492815600&repid=e6de3305-4674-44a5-af79-ebadc1a4daf8
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/afd7c7b9-159b-4292-9774-553f6706c809?d=1494316800
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/5a2130e5-3f82-4113-a1eb-c36134be1809?d=1494323100
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/ceff0357-9329-4704-8607-0735bee9f1e1?d=1494336600
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/bae0d6d0-5744-43fe-9cce-d3b259b7a8a5?d=1492470000&repid=3f13c307-a720-442e-9015-e1e6a1d32299
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/9e7c5bc6-6589-40d8-8146-78d11da2bafe?d=1483488000&repid=e7023b06-aa91-4f7b-89da-a73a189b52d4
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/995e0d14-2cc0-4219-b49f-37d0be9439ba?d=1494409500
http://www.cirenparish.co.uk/Admin/Calendar/Edit/07dc3e22-24cb-4a5d-bed1-6a11cfdde68b?d=1483488000&repid=c8b1d9d1-b6fd-4d17-8722-4f1c9314084d

Thursday, 11 May

10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
14:00 : Little Angels [The Parish Church]

17:30 : Sing it! [The Town Hall]

Friday, 12 May
19:30 : Music in Country Churches [The Parish Church]

Saturday, 13 May

10:45 : Music in Country Churches [The Town Hall]
12:40 : Abbey 900 Walks [The Parish Church]

17:30 : Music in Country Churches [The Parish Centre]

Monday, 15 May
18:00 : Bell Ringing for Visitation Service [The Parish Church]
19:00 : Visitation Service [The Parish Church]

Tuesday, 16 May

10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
14:40 : Abbey 900 Walks [The Parish Church]
19:30 : PCC Meeting [St Lawrence, Chesterton]

Wednesday, 17 May

09:00 : Drop in [St Lawrence, Chesterton]
10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
19:00 : Eucharist [Holy Trinity, Watermoor]

Thursday, 18 May

10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
14:00 : Little Angels [The Parish Church]

14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
17:30 : Sing it! [The Town Hall]

Friday, 19 May
10:00 : MU Coffee Morning [The Parish Church]
14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

Saturday, 20 May

09:00 : Christian Aid Porch Sale [The Parish Church]

12:40 : Abbey 900 Walks [The Parish Church]

17:00 : Parish Quiz Evening [Watermoor Church Hall]
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Sunday, 21 May
11:15 : Parish Church Guided Tour [The Parish Church]
15:00 : Murder in the Cathedral Auditions [Watermoor Church Hall]

Monday, 22 May
19:30 : Monthly quarter peal [The Parish Church]

Tuesday, 23 May

10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

14:40 : Abbey 900 Walks [The Parish Church]

18:30 : Murder in the Cathedral Auditions [The Parish Centre]

Wednesday, 24 May

09:00 : Drop in [St Lawrence, Chesterton]
10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
19:00 : Eucharist [Holy Trinity, Watermoor]

Thursday, 25 May

10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
14:00 : Little Angels [The Parish Church]

17:30 : Sing it! [The Town Hall]

Friday, 26 May
14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

Saturday, 27 May
10:00 : Tower Opening Day [The Parish Church]
10:45 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

Monday, 29 May
14:00 : French Guided Tour [The Parish Church]

Tuesday, 30 May
14:40 : Abbey 900 Walks [The Parish Church]

Wednesday, 31 May

09:00 : Drop in [St Lawrence, Chesterton]

10:45 : 11:15 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]
14:30 : Parish Church Tour [The Parish Church]

19:00 : Eucharist [Holy Trinity, Watermoor]
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Youth and Children’s Work

Well what a great year!! Our work seems to have gone from
strength to strength this year with more and more young families
and their children engaging with the life of our wonderful parish.
I’1l start from the ground up if that’s ok?!

Little Angels continues to thrive. With only two weeks off a year, one between
Christmas and New Year and one during Holy Week. Each year we lose a group
as we see them go off to school but gain a new group of younger infants. | have
spent a lot of time on advertising and luckily been able to get information leaflets
into all the maternity packs given out by midwives all over our deanery.
Subsequently we have had a great new intake this year and it really is the
foundation to all we do within the Parish. Welcoming in new families that we hope
will stay with us throughout the rest of their lives. So far so good!! | must say an
enormous word of thanks to Fr Leonard, Fr Howard, Rev Rosemary Franklin, Rev
Katie Richardson and Jaqueline Henson who help to lead the story time each week.
I must also thank in particular Hilary Laurence, Pat Dew, Amanda Wheatley and
all the other kind ladies from the Mothers Union who provide our refreshments
every week. I couldn’t do it without you!!

Powell’s school is a very important part of our church life and | am very grateful
to Sue Hudson and Fr Leonard for entrenching me into the life of the school. I lead
almost weekly assemblies and find myself involved in many other activities such
as their prayer days, | sing Pop and much more. It is so rewarding to walk through
the town and be known by name to over 400 pupils and their parents. | hope to
keep this link very strong through our upcoming vacancy. The ability to connect
with and spread the word of Christ with so many young people really is a true
privilege.

Sparklers has been thriving this year with attendance much improved. My
enormous thanks go to Lynne Doolan, Rob Fox and Christine Greaves for their
wonderful work and it could not happen without them. However as we say a very
sad farewell to Leonard and Lynne in April it leaves me very short on leaders. If
you feel able, or know anyone who is, to lead a session or two every term | would
be very grateful to hear from you. All training and resources are provided just a
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little time and willingness is all | need. We welcomed Lauren Waldron and
Katherine Stratton to the team this month and | am very grateful to them for coming
forward. Here’s to a great future!!

All Age services at the Parish Church continue to be a great hit with over eighty
children most times. Thank you to Vikki O’Keefe and Lynne Doolan for their help
at these services and of course to our fab clergy team for all they do.

| took on Sing It! in September from Maggie Grady. | must thank and admire her
enormously for the fantastic work she started and to reintroduce a junior choir to
the Parish after so many years. | moved it to the Parish Church, well the Town Hall
when it is available(!!), and that move was inevitably going to be slightly unsettling
for families to start with as they were so used to going to Watermoor. Nevertheless
we started the year with six children and, through hard work and advertising, we
are now up to a regular twenty two!! The children are mainly from Powell’s
however we do have a few from the other three of our primary schools. | try to
have them sing once a month at the All Age services in both Churches. They have
now sung for Bishop Rachel both at the Parish Church and at Holy Trinity at the
latest confirmation service. | am very proud of them all. They work very hard and
genuinely seem to enjoy their singing. We seem to have one or two new members
every week. The rehearsals are usually forty five minutes of singing and about
fifteen minutes for a drink and a game which really helps the fellowship within the

group.

Fiona Hawes and | run Flames together. This is our junior youth group that runs
on a Sunday afternoon in the Upper Room. We have good numbers, typically
between about eight and fifteen. Our sessions differ weekly. We may focus on
religious topics one week, political topics the next or have a games week. The mix
seems to work well and is enjoyed by all the children. We hope to take them and
Sing It! on a residential camp in July to the Cranham Scout centre. A weekend of
activities, camp fires and fun in store to further build the great friendships these
children have made with themselves and us. Fiona and | have a terrific working
relationship and | thank her for all she does and look forward to working with her
for many years to come! (Well, for as long as you will have us!!)

On my appointment two and a half years ago it was very clear that as far as youth
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work was concerned it was very much starting from scratch, from the bottom up.
We work hard at all our groups knowing that the hard work that goes in now will
ensure that we will be working with these children until they are adults. Flames
will become Blaze as they get older — a natural feeder. (Blaze is temporarily on
hold as all the children either went off to university or have other commitments.)

The future holds bright things for this Parish. With a huge number of families
involved it is key that this work, enthusiasm and mission continues to guarantee a
flourishing future. So many of our families have had children baptised, confirmed
and welcomed into our church and have remained loyal and regular attendants.
They are our future and | very much hope that this is safeguarded.

| thank you all for your support and understanding. Without this my job would be
impossible. I am truly blessed to be in this position and very much look forward to
a bright future for our outstanding Parish.

Hugo Kennard

This and the many reports on the activities of the church are included in the
Annual report available in our churches or on the church website.
www. cirenparish.co.uk

*k*k

Can you help?

More volunteers are required for the church shop.

Could you spare an hour and a half to sell cards and gifts at
the shop inside the Parish Church once or twice a week?
You may work on your own or in pairs and will meet
visitors from all over the world. Training given. Please contact Tina Gardiner or
Caroline Mockett at churchshop@cirenparish.co.uk or leave a message on 659317.
We can also be found in the Parish Church at coffee time on Sundays.

**k*
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Advice f rom Cotswold District Citizens Advice

As the holiday season approaches Cotswold District
Citizens Advice offers readers some information about
citizens your rights to cancel. Sally Pick_ering, C_hief (_)fficer_of
advice Citizens Advice said, ‘We provide confidential advice

about consumer, housing, employment, welfare benefits,
money problems and so many other things.
Unfortunately, at this time of year a few people contact
us because they can no longer go on their holiday. Your
rights to cancel a holiday (or a particular part of a holiday like a flight or a hotel
booking) usually depend on the terms and conditions of your booking, and your
reason for wanting to cancel.’

Sally makes the following suggestions: Check your travel insurance and call them
if you’re not sure.

If you’ve changed your mind about a holiday or you can’t go anymore (eg because
of an emergency), you should check the terms and conditions of your booking to
see what your options are. It’s likely that you’ll either have to pay a cancellation
fee or won’t be entitled to any refund at all. Contact the company if you can’t find
your terms and conditions.

You have the legal right to cancel without charge if the company has made ‘major
changes’ to the holiday after you booked it. There’s no exact definition for what a
major change is. Contact the company you booked with and explain to them why
the original booking was important to your circumstances and explain why you
think the changes are ‘major’. Ask for a refund or to rearrange the holiday.

If the price of your holiday increases after you book. You have the legal right to
get a refund or book a different holiday if the company makes a ‘major increase’
to the price of the holiday. There’s no exact definition for what a major increase
IS - the Association of British Travel Agents suggests that 10% or more is a ‘major
increase’. However, this is only a guide.

Contact the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06 if you need
more help - a trained adviser can give you advice over the phone. You can also
seek confidential, impartial advice from Cotswold District Citizens Advice with
advice queries. Contact details can be found http://www.citizensadvice-
stroudandcotswold.org.uk/index.php or ring 0808 800 0511 for details of your
local office.
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Parish of Cirencester with Watermoor and St Lawrence (Chesterton)

Useful contacts:
Mrs Katie Bannister (Parish Administrator)
Mr David Evans (Admin Assistant)

The Parish Office, Parish Centre, Gosditch Street, Cirencester,
GL7 2AG 01285 659317
Email: enquiries@cirenparish.co.uk
Website: www.cirenparish.co.uk

Revd Canon Leonard Doolan (Vicar of Cirencester)
vicarcirencester@hotmail.com

Revd Howard Gilbert (Associate Vicar and Area Dean)
father.howard@gmail.com

Revd Katie Richardson
revkatie@cirenparish.co.uk

Mr Simon Smith (Churchwarden Elect Parish Church)
simonsmith@pdcarter.co.uk

Mrs Ros Dolton (Churchwarden Elect Parish Church)
rosdolton@gmail.com

Dr Anthony Hammond (Director of Music)
anthony@anthonyhammond.com

Mr. Howard Gray (PCC Secretary)
howardgray55@outlook.com

Parish Magazine articles (submitted by 16 day of previous month)
cirparmag4@gmail.com
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Hey there!

_Take a look inside

CHURCH SHOP

open

there’s more than you expect
books diaries
cds calendars
gifts candles
cards maps
SOUVenIirs pictures
bibles icons

praver books




